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dei taker, Gene Frieh, who told 
me that he’d tried to get Dr. 
(Donald) Mills to change his 
medical finding that the Ko- 
pechne girl had drowned — 
because the undertaker had 
found less than a tablespoon 
of water in her lungs. 

“We wanted to call a witness 
who’d volunteered — a boat- 
er.’’ 

According to the juror, the 
boatman said he’d heard Ken- 
nedy and two friends of the 
senator talking as they crossed 
the channel in a boat that 
night — a statement conflict- 
ing with Kennedy’s claim that 
he swam the treacherous chan- 
nel after unsuccessfully trying 
to rescue Mary Jo. 

“The judge ruled we couldn’t 
call the man. because it would 
be hearsay evidence,” . the 
juror said. 

‘.‘Every time we asked a 
question of either the judge or 
Dinis, the answer was never 
in our favor. It was like run- 
ning uphill on a treadmill. The 
way the whole mess was han- 
dled just left a bad taste in our 
mouths. 

“The judge told me I could 
never say anything about what 
went on in the grand jury 
room. Well, this still has me 
angry after all these years — 


Chappaquiddick 



and I think it’s time the story 
came out.” 

Juror Frank G. Gibson Sr., 
a retired hardware clerk from 
Vineyard Haven,, agreed: 
“What . we ' asked for, we 
couldn’t get — not even the 
inquest report. I think we 
should have been allowed to 
see Sen. Kennedy and ask him 
several questions face to face 

— questions that were in our 

minds then .'. . and are still 
unanswered in our minds to- 
day..!.’ ' " 

Jury ' member Arthur' J. 
Doane of West Tisbury, Mass., 
said he feels, “money and pow- 
er had a lot to do with the 
outcome” of the Chappaquid- 
dick incident. 

“I felt the outcome was 
much less punishment than 
you or I would have gotten, 
said Doane. 

Another juror, a widow who 
asked that her name not be 
published, told The ENQUIR- 
ER: “The whole thing, was a 
whitewash. I felt there was too 
much money and power in- 
volved. 

- “It was frustrating and dis- 
illusioning for all the grand 
jury members. We had no evi- 
dence to work with. Our pur- 
pose was to find the truth . . . 

i but we found ourselves block- 


ed in every direction we 
turned. 

“Mr. Dinis told us we 
couldn’t talk to any of the wit- 
nesses who’d appeared at the 
inquest — (and they were) all 
the key witnesses!” 

JTury member Mrs. Yvette 
Canha of Vineyard Haven ad- 


JUDGE Wilfred Paquet, 
who instructed the jury, is 
reluctant to talk about 
jurors' charges. 


mitted she also felt “frustrat- 
ed” during the grand jury’s 
investigation attempts. But 
juror George Silva ‘of Edgar- 
town said he didn’t, because 
“it wouldn’t have made a dif- 
ference if he .(Kennedy) had 
been called before the grand 
jury . . . Senators always lie.” 

Still another juror, who re- 
quested anonymity, told The 
ENQUIRER: “We asked a lot 
of questions . but the ones 
that they (the judge and dis- 
trict attorney) didn’t want to 
answer were put aside and 
ignored. We were only allowed 
to discuss matters that the 
judge and DA brought up. 

“We would have liked to ask 
Sen. Kennedy questions, but 
he never appeared in court. 
Some of the jurors asked that 
he be subpoenaed, but these 
requests were denied. 

‘ ‘A grand jury’s not supposed 
to be restricted in any way — 
but we were. This makes me 
angry. (But) we don’t like to 
say much about it. We live in 
Massachusetts, *- and we’re 
scared. The Kennedys have a 
lot of power.” - 

The 9th juror, who also ask- 
ed that she not be named, com- 
mented: “The whole thing was 
a whitewash and a cover-up, 
and we were made to look like 
idiots. Every street was a dead 
end ... we were completely 


demoralized at the end. ” 

Boston attorney Terry Se- 
gal, a former assistant United 
States attorney, told The EN- 
QUIRER: “It is the grand 
jury that has the power of - 
subpoena — not the district at- 
torney. And the jury must al- 
ways be made aware of that 
power. 

“Usually, a grand jury is 
told the extent of its responsi- 
bilities when it is sworn in by 
the judge. If he doesn’t do this 
in full, then he is remiss in 
his duties. 

“But the district attorney 
doesn’t have the right to stop 
a jury from calling any wit- 
nesses.. It’s clearly beyond his 
.power to tell a jury it may 
not call someone it wants to 
call.” _ 

. How can Dukes County’s dis- 
satisfied jurors get the Chap- 
paquiddick investigation re- 
opened? According to Massa- 
chusetts legal experts, they 
can do it by creating enough 
publicity to get a new grand 
jury called. 

And Robert De Giacomo, 
Bar Counsel under the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachu- 
setts, pointed out: “Any sitting . 
grand jury can at any given 
time ask the DA ta re-examine 
the evidence in any case.” 
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